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Despite being a widely studied foreign language throughout the world, French remains
underrepresented in publicly available L2 learner corpora (Learner Corpora around the World, CECL).
ECLECTIC (ECrire en Langue Etrangére: Corpus de Textes, Interactions, Contextes) is a new learner
corpus of L2 French writing developed in a university setting in France, within a French language centre
that caters to foreign students. These include students who are enrolled full-time in French as a foreign
language degrees (diplome universitaire FLE), exchange students, as well as refugee students who are
planning to enrol in a bachelors’ program after studying French for one year (diplome universitaire
Passerelle). Fifteen instructors work full-time or part-time in the centre. Learners from all levels of the

CEFRL are represented.

Recently, the diversity of L2 writing practices in university settings has drawn attention in learner
corpus research (Aleksandrova & al., 2024), highlighting the fact that language instruction involves a
wide range of genres beyond academic writing, including creative writing and career-oriented texts.
These genres remain marginal in most learner corpora: persuasive essays are a common feature in
corpora, even though some more recent projects focus on additional tasks (De Cock et al., 2025).
Moreover, a limitation of many learner corpora concerns contextual documentation related to teaching.
Most corpora focus on the written product and provide metadata on learners’ linguistic backgrounds
and proficiency levels (Paquot et al., 2024). Some recent written corpora also provide data on the writing
process, thanks to new technologies (Gilquin, 2021). However, information about teaching/learning
contexts is sparse and qualitative data are rarely integrated in learner corpora. As a result, it is not
possible to relate learners’ written productions to the input they received or the pedagogical approaches

that shaped their writing.

The ECLECTIC corpus project, in addition to learner texts, integrates data on linguistic input and
teaching materials, explicit documentation of writing tasks, data on teachers’ backgrounds, as well as

written interactions in the form of teacher feedback.

The first round of data gathering in 2026 has resulted in a corpus of 500 texts, based on 55 prompts,
written by 100 learners. Writing tasks are categorized by type and genre. The presentation will provide
information on ethical, legal and technical dimensions of the corpus building process, as well as

availability to other researchers.


01-36294
Textové pole
CSD006


References
Aleksandrova, T., Aykurt-Buchwalter, S., Bernardon de Oliveira, K., Felce, C., Gomez, L., & Naser Eddine, A.
(2024). Présentation. L’écrit en langue seconde en contexte universitaire : I’apport des recherches basées sur

les corpus d’apprenants. Lidil. Revue de linguistique et de didactique des langues, (70).

De Cock, S., Egbert, J., Gilquin, G., Granger, S., Grixoni & al. (2025). The STAR corpus: Student speech and

writing across registers. Book of Abstracts - Register and task variation in Learner Corpus Research, 17.

Gilquin, Gaétanelle. (2021). The Process Corpus of English in Education: Going beyond the Written
Text. Research in Corpus Linguistics, 10(1), 31-44.

Paquot, M., Konig, A., Stemle, E. W., & Frey, J.-C. (2024). The Core Metadata Schema for Learner Corpora
(LC-meta): Collaborative efforts to advance data discoverability, metadata quality and study comparability
in L2 research. International Journal of Learner Corpus Research, 10(2), 280-300.
https://doi.org/10.1075/ijlcr.24010.pag



https://doi.org/10.1075/ijlcr.24010.paq



