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Abstract
The CamBel project (Cambridge-Belgrade Persian Learner Corpus), launched in 2023, initially focused

on the compilation and development of a written corpus of Persian learner language (Safari & Ghaffari,
2026). As error annotation has become an important component of learner corpus research and a widely
used tool for the analysis of learner language (Granger, 2009; Gilquin, 2020), the CamBel Written
Corpus was subsequently annotated using a dedicated error annotation framework. The expansion of the
project to include spoken learner data, primarily produced by Persian learners at the Universities of
Cambridge and Belgrade, highlighted the need for a dedicated error annotation framework for spoken
Persian learner data. Unlike written learner corpora, spoken learner data include both linguistic errors
and deviations from spoken language norms, making the distinction between natural speech patterns and
learner errors more complex (Liideling et al., 2015). Consequently, the direct application of error
annotation models developed for the CamBel Written Corpus is insufficient, requiring the development
of an independent, theoretically grounded framework tailored to spoken Persian learner data. Given the
central role of error tagging in learner corpus research, the development of systematic annotation
frameworks is essential for the consistent identification and classification of learner errors (Diaz-
Negrillo & Fernandez-Dominguez, 2006). This paper introduces the CamBel error annotation
framework for spoken Persian learner data and presents a unified and operational tagset derived from
this framework. In the CamBel Spoken Corpus model, spoken learner errors are classified into two main
categories: (a) deviations from the norms of spoken Persian and (b) errors in language structure, defined
as differences from the standard reference form of Persian. Speech-related deviations refer to instances
in which learner speech departs from the norms of spoken Persian in terms of naturalness and
communicative appropriateness. These deviations are grouped into three main categories: register and
style, including the use of written-like forms in spoken discourse; prosody, referring to deviations in
stress and intonation patterns; and speech chunking, which covers inappropriate pausing and run-on
phrasing. Linguistic structure errors, in line with the written CamBel error annotation model, are
described through three related categories. The first category, surface structure, specifies how an error
appears in the learner’s utterance, including addition, omission, substitution, and permutation. The
second category, error domain, identifies the part of the language system involved, such as phonology,
morphology, morphosyntax, syntax, lexis, or discourse. The third category, error class, indicates the
grammatical category affected, such as noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, and other lexical or
syntactic categories. For each annotated error, a corresponding standard reference form is provided, and
cases involving ambiguity or multiple possible interpretations are explicitly marked, allowing the data
to be examined and interpreted more transparently. The CamBel spoken error annotation model provides
a methodological foundation for the development of spoken Persian learner corpora and, given the
scarcity of established error annotation frameworks in this area, can serve as a structured tool for
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research in second language acquisition, learner language analysis, and data-driven approaches to
Persian language teaching.
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