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The English present perfect is widely acknowledged as a notoriously difficult structure for learners of
English as a foreign language (EFL) (Bardovi-Harlig, 2000). This difficulty is even more pronounced in
contexts where the first language of the learners does not have an equivalent structure. Existing learner
corpus studies on the present perfect have yielded valuable insights into patterns of use among learners of
English (e.g. Fuchs, Gotz and Werner, 2016; Park, 2016). However, to date, no studies have integrated
corpus-based learner output with classroom evidence of form-focused input. This poster reports on an
ongoing research study that combines learner corpus data with classroom observations and teacher
interviews to explore how learner use of the present perfect may be impacted by instructional practices.

The study addresses the following overarching research question: How does the explicit form-focused
instruction of the present perfect match the learners’ use or non-use of it? This question is supported by
other subsidiary questions: 1) What is the overall frequency and distribution of the present perfect used by
Omani EFL university learners in the written corpus? 2) How accurate are Omani EFL university learners
in their written use of the present perfect? 3) What are the salient characteristics of Omani EFL university
learners’ explicit knowledge about the present perfect? To what extent is this reflected in their actual use?
and 4) What are the features of the form-focused input that learners receive on the present perfect in Omani
EFL classrooms? These questions bear relevance to learner corpus research, connecting corpus findings
with the instructional context and catering for a more pedagogically grounded interpretation of learner data.

The learner corpus consists of 300-word written texts produced by around 200 intermediate level tertiary
learners in Oman. The texts were written in response to carefully designed writing prompts targeting the
elicitation of the present perfect in view of its relative infrequency in natural linguistic production. The texts
were manually coded for instances of the present perfect (i.e. misuse, underuse and overuse) using the UAM
corpus tool; they were also coded for semantic functions using Comrie’s (1976) framework. The learners
also answered a questionnaire testing their explicit knowledge, which was analyzed quantitatively. To
contextualize the emerging patterns in learner use, eight classroom observations and eight interviews were
conducted with teachers in order to arrive at an understanding of the features of the form-focused input
learners were exposed to. The classroom observations and interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed
for thematic analysis.

Preliminary findings indicate that learners show gaps in their explicit knowledge and rely heavily on
experiential uses of the present perfect, with comparatively fewer resultative and continuative uses. There
is also evidence of overuse in simple-past contexts and other accuracy problems in their writing. The
classroom data suggest that instructional emphasis was primarily placed on form and rule explanation, with
relatively limited attention to meaning-use distinctions and discourse-level functions. The poster discusses
how these instructional patterns may help explain the learner corpus findings, particularly the restricted
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range of present perfect uses observed. These findings have broad implications for learner corpus
methodology and for approaches to teaching such complex grammatical structures as the present perfect.
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