WiP038

Extramural English and vocabulary use: Keywords and collocations in the
Norwegian Learner English Corpus

Hilde Hasselgard,' Henrik Kaatari,? Pia Sundqvist,! and Sophie Llewellyn'
! University of Oslo, Norway, 2 University of Gévle, Sweden
hilde.hasselgard@ilos.uio.no, henrik.kaatari@hig.se, pia.sundqvist@ils.uio.no, sellewel@student.ilos.uio.no

Keywords: extramural English, vocabulary, keywords, collocations, cultural context, Norwegian
learner English

This study is an early exploration of a new corpus, the Norwegian Learner English Corpus (NLEC),
which is being compiled at the University of Oslo. NLEC is modelled on the Swedish Learner English
Corpus (SLEC), and its sister project, the Chinese Learner English Corpus (CLEC; see Kaatari et al.
2024 and Wang et al. 2025). Three particular factors set NLEC apart from other corpora of learner
English in Norway. First, all the texts are written on the same topic (“What are the most important
aspects for leading a good life?”), thus eliminating topic as a variable in text and corpus comparison
(Adel 2015). Secondly, the corpus design includes rich metadata, particularly emphasizing information
on the students’ use of English outside the classroom, so-called Extramural English (EE; Sundqvist
2009), including time per week spent on (i) reading in English, (ii) watching TV shows or movies in
English, (iii) conversing in English, (iv) using social media with English content, and (v)
communicating in English while gaming. Thirdly, the common design with SLEC and CLEC allow
both linguistic and cultural comparison across learner groups.

At the current stage of compilation, close to 300 (short) texts have been collected from the first year
of upper secondary school (age ca 16). This study will include a description of the corpus content with
special focus on the students’ EE profiles compared to corresponding study levels in SLEC and CLEC.
Furthermore, we will present two pilot case studies to demonstrate how NLEC together with SLEC and
CLEC can be used for contrastive analysis of learner English and to gain a deeper understanding of the
impact of EE engagement on L2 writing.

The research questions for the case studies are the following:

e In what ways are the keywords in NLEC similar to or different from those at the corresponding
study levels in SLEC and CLEC? As a corollary to this: does the extent of EE activities make
any difference for keywords?

e Secondly, what are the collocational patterns of the top keywords for students with high and
low levels of EE activity?

Keywords are defined and operationalized as in Scott (2010) as words that are significantly more
frequent in a given set of texts than in a reference corpus. As noted by Scott, keyness “generally appears
to give robust indications of the text’s aboutness together with indications of style” (2010: 43). For the
first RQ, keywords will be identified using AntConc (Anthony 2020). For each of NLEC, SLEC and
CLEC, the other two subcorpora combined will serve as a reference corpus to highlight how each
student group tackles the same topic. This may reveal similarities and differences in vocabulary use
which may be explained in terms of different educational settings and cultural contexts, as indicated in
Wang et al. (2025).

The second RQ focuses only on NLEC, dividing the corpus texts into high- and low-frequent EE
activities and exploring collocates in a window of +/- four words. The main hypothesis for both RQs is
that EE activities will enhance the students’ vocabularies (Kaatari et al. 2023), but that the student
groups will differ due to their different linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
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