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This poster presents the early-stage development of a two-year research project that aims to construct
a multimodal spoken corpus of English teacher speech in Taiwanese higher education. While learner
corpora have traditionally focused on learner output, this project shifts attention to teachers, specifically

non-native and native English-speaking teachers, whose speech serves as a primary source of linguistic
input for learners in English-as-a-foreign-language classrooms. The project addresses a critical gap in
learner corpus research: the lack of systematically collected, task-controlled, and multimodal spoken
data produced by teachers. By conceptualizing second language (L2) teacher speech as a
professionalized variety of learner language, a perspective advanced by Graf et al. (2025), this corpus
opens new opportunities for investigating grammatical, discourse, and fluency features in L2 use. The
central research question guiding this project is: What linguistic features and discourse patterns
characterize the spoken English of non-native teachers, and how do these compare with those of native-
speaking teachers under matched contexts? This question is highly relevant to learner corpus research,
with the potential to contribute to studies of complexity, accuracy, and fluency, as well as code-switching,
discourse marker use, and pragmatics in professional spoken L2.

Data collection is conducted via task-based video interviews administered online using Microsoft
Teams. Each interview includes four elicitation tasks: (1) a monologue on a teaching-related topic, (2)
a free conversation, (3) a picture-based narrative, and (4) a read-aloud task. A follow-up interview in
Chinese, the non-native teachers’ first language, is also included for future cross-linguistic analysis.
Technical innovation includes the development of a cloud-based microservice architecture, the
Multimodal Editor for Language Transcription and Tagging, which uses SCRFD (Sample and
Computation Redistribution for Face Detection; Guo et al., 2022) for face-blurring in video data to
preserve privacy and Pyannote (Bredin et al., 2020) for automatic speaker diarization, that is,
distinguishing and labelling different speakers). The Editor allows users to choose between two
automatic speech recognition engines: Whisper (Radford et al., 2023) and CrisperWhisper (Wagner et
al., 2024), an enhanced Whisper-based model optimized for verbatim and multilingual transcription. A
preliminary comparison of these two models for transcribing English teacher speech suggests that
Whisper is a more stable general-purpose model for producing readable transcripts, while
CrisperWhisper is more suitable for preserving spoken features. Pauses are tracked through timestamp
analysis, and speaker-attributed timestamps are aligned to produce comprehensive transcripts with
speaker labels for subsequent data processing. The annotation system is based on the LINDSEI
transcription guidelines (Gilquin et al., 2010), with tailored tags for multimodal synchronization and
spoken feature coding. Metadata such as teacher education background, self-assessed or externally rated
CEFR proficiency level, and English teaching experience are collected via speaker-profile forms.

We have completed the first phase of data collection, comprising 35 non-native teachers of English
and 15 native-speaking teachers. The poster presents the corpus design and technical implementation,
challenges encountered during early transcription and multimodal alignment, and the potential of this
corpus for informing teacher training and teacher language assessment. In sum, this project contributes
a novel teacher-oriented corpus to the learner corpus research community, supports cross-corpus
comparability through shared task structures, and offers a foundation for future linguistic and
pedagogical studies.
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