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In her overview of future directions in Learner Corpus Research (LCR), Granger (2024) calls for closer 
synergies between LCR and Artificial Intelligence (AI). Aligning with this call, the present study 
investigates learner language produced during interactions with chatbots based on Large Language Models 
(LLMs) and illustrates how such data were modelled and annotated as a learner corpus with the support of 
LLMs. In doing so, it approaches AI both as an object of analysis and as a methodological resource for 
LCR. 

Several studies advocate the use of chatbots for language practice, highlighting their potential to reduce 
language anxiety (Bouillon et al., 2016) and provide extensive feedback (Huang et al., 2022). Yet, language 
education research has largely focused on effectiveness of the tools and on learners’ perceptions rather than 
on the linguistic characteristics of their output in these interactions (Granger, 2024). To address this gap, 
the present paper introduces a novel learner corpus of human–AI written interaction and explores two 
research questions: (1) What linguistic and interactional features characterise L2 learner production in 
written human–AI interactions? (2) How do LLM-based chatbots respond to learners’ interlanguage in terms 
of feedback and negotiation of meaning?? 

The study is based on a learner corpus consisting of 326 written interactions in English (722,537 tokens) 
produced by Italian university students aged 19–25, with proficiency levels ranging from low to upper 
intermediate. Participants were enrolled in non-linguistic degree programmes and included learners with 
sensory disabilities and specific learning disorders, in line with principles of inclusive corpus design 
(Gilquin, 2024). Data were collected following a controlled protocol involving two communicative 
scenarios (small talk and role play) and interaction with LLM-based chatbots (ChatGPT and Pi.AI). The 
corpus is enriched with a multi-layered annotation scheme capturing structural and contextual metadata (e.g. 
turns, tasks, learner profiles), learner errors, and interactional strategies. Error annotation follows an adapted 
version of the Louvain Error Tagging Manual (Granger et al., 2022), extended with additional tags to 
account for features specific to digitally mediated communication. LLM-assisted procedures were used to 
support and validate error annotation. 

Quantitative and qualitative corpus methods were applied to examine learner interlanguage and chatbot 
responses, including frequency analyses of error tags and follow-up concordance analyses. Preliminary 
results indicate that learner production in these interactions exhibits patterns consistent with those reported 
in established learner corpora, including a high frequency of formal errors (notably misspellings) across 
proficiency levels, and a greater incidence of grammatical errors among lower-proficiency learners. 
Learners also employ compensatory strategies, such as occasional L1 use, which are rarely observed in other 
forms of learner production (viz. essay writing). From an interactional perspective, chatbots show a strong 
ability to interpret non-standard learner language but in so doing provide limited negotiation of meaning, 
often adopting an overly positive stance when responding to errors. 

The paper concludes by discussing the potential and limitations of human–AI interaction data as a 
resource for LCR, highlighting both their compatibility with existing models of learner language and the 
potential contributions of LCR to the ongoing debate on AI as a tool for language education. 
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