Whole Lotta LOTEs? How target languages other than English are forging the future
of LCR

Inrock music history, Led Zeppelin’s Whole Lotta Love is known for its iconic and instantly
recognisable riff, built predominantly around one single chord. In learner corpus
research (LCR) history, English as the target language was the main chord that dominated
the initial development of the field, before target languages other than English (LOTESs)
began their rise in second-generation LCR (Granger, 2024). While the dominance of
English in applied linguistics at large may be an inevitable consequence of the
“Englishisation” of education systems (Lanvers, 2024), analysing how LCR on target
LOTEs is developing is essential to evaluate the generalisability of LCR methodology.

This keynote will present a systematic review aimed at foregrounding the emerging
patterns in LCR focused specifically on target LOTEs. It will consider both scholarly
publications and presentations given at the biannual LCR conference. It will show how
target LOTEs do not represent merely an extension of the field but rather contain
important seeds of innovation, stemming from the nature of language diversity. Facing
(and overcoming) challenges concerning the annotation of languages characterised by
rich morphology, agglutination, and non-alphabetic writing systems, for example, allows
LCR to truly generalise the application of its methods.

In line with this year’s conference theme Forging the Future of Learner Corpus Research,
this keynote will ultimately seek to identify how target LOTEs are contributing to forge the
future of the field, by mapping the extent to which LCR is evolving from a single-chord
song to a symphony with a “whole lotta” diverse voices.
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