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This keynote lecture traces recent developments in learner corpus research, with 
particular attention to the last few years, and highlights emerging trends in its 
pedagogical applications. It uses these trends to reflect on the evolving relationship 
between learner corpus research and classroom practice, and to ask how far LCR has 
thus far delivered on its pedagogical promise. 

Learner corpus research has long been associated with pedagogical potential: it can 
deepen our understanding of learner language, support materials development and 
assessment practices, and inform classroom practice. Yet a persistent question 
remains about how far the field has moved from generating knowledge about learner 
language to making that knowledge meaningfully usable in educational contexts (see 
e.g. Callies, 2019; Chambers, 2015; Gilquin, 2023; Granger, 2009, 2015; Granger & Lefer, 
2023; Götz, 2022; Götz & Granger, 2024; Meunier, 2002, 2016; Seidlhofer, 2002). 

This keynote builds on a recently completed systematic review of LCR publications, 
which covered the decade up to 31 July 2023 and was presented at the 2024 LCR 
conference in Tartu (Karlsen & Nacey, 2026). This work focused on the characteristics 
and trends of LCR over the last decade with respect to pedagogical applications. 
Extending that work, the talk asks what has happened since, updating the review with 
publications from August 2023 to December 2025 to revisit the relationship between 
learner corpus research and pedagogical applications. 

Pedagogical relevance is approached along a continuum running from 1) knowledge 
production to better understand learner language production and development, through 
2) pedagogical implications extending theoretical contributions towards practical 
significance, to 3) indirect applications where learner corpora are used to create 
pedagogical resources, and finally to 4) direct applications of learner corpora in 
educational contexts, where teachers and/or learners interact hands-on with learner 
corpus data. In addition to application type, the analysis considers the types of learner 
corpora accessed, the L1s represented, the target languages involved, and the general 
availability of the corpora, making it possible to ask not only what learner corpora have 
been used for, but also how far work in the field has advanced along the path from 
research insight to pedagogical action.  
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